
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; James P. “Sean” Viars; James 

Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor                          

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief     

 

Administration Absent:   None     

 

Others Present: Mike Jones, Callie Hunsucker, Ken Noble, Becky 

Harrison, Jack Trivitt, Amy McBride    
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to 

approve the minutes of the August 10, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion 

passed by a vote of five (5) for: Jonas, Viars, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

 

Mayor Litz explained that Council voted on an ordinance to allow backyard chickens before a 

public hearing with changes was held.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and 

seconded by Councilmember Jonas to rescind the motion made at the August 10, 2021 meeting 

to approve an ordinance to allow backyard chickens.  The motion to rescind the August 10, 2021 

motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – KEEPING BACKYARD CHICKENS ORDINANCE- Mayor Litz 

opened the public hearing and asked Town Manager Childers to explain the changes to the 

previous ordinance.  Town Manager Childers explained the changes to the proposed ordinance.  

He stated that sick chickens will not require to be seen by a veterinarian to be euthanized.  Also, 
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pens can be inspected anytime by the town and upon the annual renewal permit.  Mayor Litz 

added that a cat or dog will not be considered a vicious animal if a chicken is attacked. 

 

Mayor Litz asked if anyone had additional comments there being none, he closed the public 

hearing.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Hash 

to adopt the backyard chicken ordinance as amended.  The motion passed by a vote of four (4):  

Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash; one (1) against:  Duncan.   A motion was made by Councilmember 

Lloyd and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to make the Backyard Chicken ordinance effective 

September 13, 2021.  The motion passed by a vote of five for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Amy McBride was present and requested that rumble strips be placed on Main Street at the Buck 

Street intersection.  Town Manager Childers stated that this is a Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) issue. 

 

Mrs. McBride asked if the timeframe for Dr. Pepper Day has been set.   Mayor Litz stated that 

the event will begin at two o’clock p.m. 

 

Mrs. McBride spoke with a spokesperson from Mt. Rogers Health District who requested that 

she spread the word regarding the increase in COVID-19 cases and to encourage people that are 

not vaccinated to get the vaccine. 

 

Jack Trivitt stated that there are lots in town that need to be mowed.  He asked who is in charge 

of making sure the mowing ordinance is followed.  Mr. Trivitt added that he is not purchasing 

dog tags because no one else in Rural Retreat buys them.  Town Manager Childers stated that he 

will call the county animal control.  Mr. Trivitt asked who is in charge in town that can have 

unlicensed junk cars removed from properties.  Mr. Trivitt stated that there are several potholes 

where the state fixes the roads, and the manholes are below the pavement. He asked why the 

town does not raise the manholes, so they are even with the pavement.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that the town does raise manholes when the streets are paved.    Mr. Trivitt stated that 

Klockner Pentaplast was supposed to keep the Etter property across the road from the Klockner 

plant in good condition.  Mr. Trivitt stated that it is recorded on the deed that Klockner is 

responsible for upkeep of the property.    Mr. Trivitt stated that the town council should be held 

accountable to see that the property is kept in good repair.    

 

Town Manager Childers stated that Mr. Noble suggested that a speaker system be placed in 

council chambers to help folks that have trouble hearing. He added that it would be a good idea 

to have a switch on each microphone to press when talking so that everyone is not talking at 

once.  Town Manager Childers stated that it is unfair for citizens that do not hear well.  Mayor 

Litz asked Town Manager Childers to get the equipment in place.   Councilmember Viars 

suggested in addition to a new speaker system that a large monitor be installed for use when a 

presentation is given or when the meeting is held on Zoom.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

None  

 



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 24, 2021- PAGE 3 

 

POLICE REPORT  

Chief Breedlove reported that he had sixteen (16) calls this month and no reports.  He stated that 

he will attend the first high school football game this Friday night. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL –Treasurer Patton stated that the expense report was forwarded 

to each council member.  The total expenses were $38,412.50 which was under the $40,000 that 

was budgeted.   

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that he will contact Troy Harris of Dr. 

Pepper Corporation and have more information at the next meeting. 

  

PROPOSED GOLF CART ORDINANCE - Town Manager Childers stated that the committee 

decided not to pursue an ordinance to allow golf carts.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

biggest issue that the committee had was safety.  He stated that the only place that golf carts 

would be permitted to cross Main Street would have been at the Depot onto Railroad Avenue.  

Councilmember Lloyd added that golf carts would not be permitted to travel on Main Street up 

to Food Country because of the speed limit. Councilmember Jonas added that even if an 

ordinance were adopted the operator of the golf card would need a driver’s license.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the committee weighed the advantages and disadvantages before 

the decision was made.  Chief Breedlove stated that unless you are a farmer displaying a slow-

moving vehicle sign then golf carts are not allowed on town streets. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

CIGARETTE TAX ORDINANCE – A public hearing will be held in September to adopt an 

ordinance to set the tax rate and have Mount Rogers Cigarette Tax Board as the administrator of 

the cigarette tax ordinance.   

 

TOWN ELECTIONS - Town Manager Childers reported that there will be a public hearing to 

adopt an ordinance to move the town election from May to November. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the board approved two new 

board members.  Lori Ann Ryan and Donnie Buck have accepted positions on the board.  

Councilmember Duncan reported that the buyer for the ambulance backed out so, the board 

decided to try to sell the vehicle online.  Councilmember Duncan asked if the rescue squad can 

put a letter in with the water bills to remind citizens that in addition to their receivables the 

Rescue Squad relies on donations to continue to operate.  Town Manager Childers explained that 

it would be costly to put a letter in the water bill since it is mailed by the third party.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he should contact Millie Rothrock with the Wytheville Enterprise.  
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Councilmember Jonas stated that Councilmember Duncan can also record a session for the radio 

show that the town is airing each week on WYVE. 

 

Councilmember Duncan stated that they discovered several old accounts that were not filed with 

insurance companies for reimbursement.  The amount is approximately $100,000 to $200,000 

that have not been billed.   Councilmember Duncan stated that they will not pursue balances 

older than eighteen months.  Town Manager Childers asked how these bills were found.    

Councilmember Duncan stated that Leigh-Ann Mitchell previously stated that there were two 

accounts that were sent back for more information and there were several hundred. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton stated that consultants with Hicok, Brown 

& Company were in the office Monday and Tuesday last week to prepare for the fiscal 2020-21 

audit.  She added that auditors with Robinson Farmer Cox will be in the office on the 30th and 

31st.   

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS- Report included in the Town Manager’s 

report. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that Les with the Lane Group brought 

easements and went over phase 1 of the sewer project with him.  He added that there is only one 

property owner with six easements that will need a signature. 

 

The Vernon’s sewer project is complete.  He added that recently the town had 2.4 inches of rain, 

and the flow increased and immediately went down.  He added that at this time he is unsure if it 

was due to replacing the sewer lines or if the ground absorbed it.  He added that 1700 feet of 

sewer pipe was replaced, and new manholes were installed.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

this will most likely help with the I &I situation. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he reached out to County Administrator, Stephen Bear 

regarding the County’s water committee meeting.  The meeting will be on a Tuesday or 

Thursday.  Town Manager Childers stated that he plans on attending this meeting and he invites 

the Mayor and Councilmembers to attend as well. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- The August Joint Governing Bodies meeting has been cancelled.   

 

- Mike Jones and I had a meeting with Denis Amos of Hurt and Proffitt and Brian Reed to 

go over the force account work to be done by the town employees.  We now have a firm 

understanding of exactly what needs to be done.  The town will have an excavator delivered 

tomorrow to start working on the new drainage on the lot.  We are still waiting for some of the 

major structures to be formed and delivered.  We plan to rebid the farmer’s market and grade 

work within the next 30 days.   
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- The town was able to get proper items to become a partner with VDOT for snow removal 

activities.  The town will still maintain the safety on the streets within town on our own schedule, 

but we will be under the umbrella of VDOT and they will supply salt, 2 plows, and a spreader. 

- The Personnel, Ordinance and Legal Matters committee met yesterday and talked about 

several things.  We will have a public hearing at the next meeting for the Cigarette Tax 

Ordinance and the local elections being moved to November.  We also went over town protocol 

for Covid policy for town employees.  This includes any employee that is exposed will be 

required to be tested by the Health Department or their Primary Care office.  They will noy be 

penalized for these 24 to 48 hours.  If they test positive, they will be required to use their sick 

time.  If sick time is not fully available, the employees can use the employee leave sharing to get 

time from other employees, or they can request an advance for next year’s sick leave.  If there 

are questions about employees with extenuating circumstances as it pertains to the Town’s Covid 

Policy the Town Manager can make decisions on how employees sick time, vacation time, or 

unpaid time are used. 

Councilmember Viars stated that he appreciates Town Manager Childers taking the initiative to 

update the policy.  A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by 

Councilmember Viars to update the personnel policy with the Covid protocol.  The motion 

passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

Town Manager Childers stated that he volunteered the town to dig a trench and place 4-inch 

conduit for CenturyLink to place their lines so their utility poles can be moved.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he wants to get the paving completed in the fall patching Church, 

Baumgardner and other places around town before winter.  Councilmember Viars asked how far 

on Church Street will need to be repaved.  Town Manager Childers stated that Church Street 

needs to be patched from Sherwood Avenue to Chinquapin Avenue.   

Councilmember Viars asked if the Ordinances committee talked about the definition of trash 

adding debris in the Virginia law.  Chief Breedlove stated that the new law adds new wording to 

include clutter and debris.  He stated that he thinks the town attorney should write a letter to the 

property owner.  Chief Breedlove stated that he has discussed the new law with the property 

owner.   

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for August 24, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


